
NATIONAL PARKS TOURS ETHIOPIA
Ancient monuments
Ethiopia is the only country South of the Sahara with significant  ancient  monuments and its  own script.  With
historical boundaries including Eritrea, the north of the country was located along the Red Sea and exposed to trade
and culture, connecting it to the Mediterranean. With 86 ethnic groups, Ethiopia has the greatest living cultural and
linguistic diversity of East Africa. Its historical monuments are all located North of Addis Ababa, with highlights
being: (1) Lake Tana, the source of the Nile; (2) Gondar, the Camelot of Africa; (3) The Simien Mountains, the Roof
of  Ethiopia;  (4)  Axum,  the  first  Christian  Capital;  (5)  The  rock  hewn  churches  of  Tigray;  (6)  Lalibela,  the
underground Vatican of Africa.

Biology and safaris
We like to  call  the  Ethiopian highlands the Andes of  Africa  for  the  similarities  in  how both mountain ranges
diversify climatic as well as ecological conditions, like rainfall and temperatures; those variations set off isolated
rare ecological conditions. Over a stretch of less than 100km, climatic conditions may vary from freezing mountain
tops to the second hottest and driest desert in the world, the Danakil or Afar Depression. More rainfall and different
temperatures set off development of Podocarpus & Giant Erica forests & rainforests with endemic animals and
plants only found in Ethiopia.

Regretfully, conservation in Ethiopia is not very effective, and nowhere in the national parks will one find the herds
of wildlife that East Africa is so famous for. But what Ethiopia misses in herd sizes, is compensates by the potential
of seeing some extremely rare or endemic mammals and birds, some of which have no more than 100 surviving
individuals. We don't want to be cynical about it, but "See Ethiopian Wildlife before it is Gone" does come to mind.

National parks and tribes
Several important national parks and lakes are located in the Rift valley, while in the East, Bale Mountains National
Park is an important highlight for visiting this region. In the Southwest of Ethiopia are several parks, particularly
Mago National Park, home of the Mursi People. The Hamar People don't live in a national park but on the lowlands
and marshes north of Lake Turkana. For a long time, both tribes have lived in extreme isolation and they still live by
vary ancient traditions, such as stretched out underlips for the Mursi women and voluntary extreme beatings during
marriage rituals of the Hamar girls. 



HISTORICAL CIRCUIT MODULE
HISTORICAL CIRCUIT BY ROAD

9 days.  Price:  $990.  Hotels,  land transportation,  guide and
entry fees included. 

HISTORICAL CIRCUIT BY PLANE
6 days. Price: $1490. Hotels, land transportation and
flights, guide and entry fees included.

Day 1: ADDIS ABABA - BAHIR DAR, 580km
1. Stop at the bridge across the Blue Nile Gorge, comparable in

size to the Grand Canyon and Africa's largest canyon;
2. In the evening visit the Blue Nile falls, time permitting.

Ethiopia  is  a  huge country and  most  itineraries
include  500+km  legs.  However,  many
destinations  can  be  reached  in  modern
Bombardier turboprops. Prices vary by season.

Day 2: LAKE TANA & BLUE NILE FALLS, 35km
1. Day excursion by boat on Lake Tana to visit several of the

famous Lake Tana churches and monasteries;
2. Visit of the Blue Nile Falls.

Day 1: ADDIS ABABA - BAHIR DAR by plane
1. Fly to Bahir Dar;
2. Visit of the Blue Nile Falls.

Day 3: BAHIR DAR - GONDAR, 175km
1. The Devil's Nose Rock, is a basaltic monolith with on its top

an important colony of Ruepell's and other vultures. 
2. Visit Mentewab's Castle and/or Fasimile's Bathroom.

Day 2: BAHIR DAR
1. Day Excursion by boat on Lake Tana to visit

several of the famous Lake Tana churches and
monasteries.

Day 4: GONDAR - AXUM, 350km
1. Early  in  the  morning  visit  the  Royal  Enclosure,  Fasil

Ghebbi;
2. Road trip to Axum;
3. Coffee ceremony with Axumite family.

Day 3: BAHIR DAR - GONDAR by car
1. Visit Royal Enclosure Fasil Ghebbi;
2. Visit  Mentewab's Castle,  Fasimile's  Bathroom

and Fasil Ghebbi, the Royal Enclosre.

Day 5: AXUM - MEKELE, 250km
1. Visit the famous beautiful Stellae at Axum
2. Visit Emperor Kaleb's Palace;
3. Ride to Mek'ele;
4. On the way, visit Yeha Temple.

Day 4: GONDAR - LALIBELA by plane
1. Visit Lalibela Church Treasury Museum;
2. Visit Lalibela Rock Hewn Churches;
3. Hotel Tulkul in Lalibela.

Day 6: MEKELE - WUKRO - MEKELE, 45km
1. Visit Rock Hewn Churches in Wukro;
2. Visit Palace Emperor Yohannes IV.

Day 5: LALIBELA - AXUM by plane
1. Visit Stellae;
2. Visit Emperor Kaleb's Palace;
3. Coffee ceremony with Axumite family.

Day 7: MEKELE - LALIBELA, 430km
1. Leave early in the morning for Lalibela;
2. Church treasures museum Lalibela.

Day 6: AXUM - ADDIS ABABA by plane
1. Transfer to hotel.

Day 8 - 9: LALIBELA - ADDIS, 640km
1. Visit the churches of Lalibela;
2. Late afternoon: drive to Dessie and spend the night;
3. Next day return to Addis Ababa and transfer to hotel.



BALE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK AND SOF OMAR CAVES
MODULE

Costs $240 for 3 days (3a) program. Hotels, land transportation, guide and entry
fees included. 
Costs $320 for 4 days program (3b). 

Day 1: AWASSA - GOBA ± 225km
1. Departure from hotel early in the morning and drive to Bale Mountains

National Park from Dinsho and watch the endemic Mountain Nyala, as
well as other species of wildlife at the Sanetti Plateau;

2. Spend the night at Goba Wabe-Shebelle hotel or hotel of similar quality.

Day 2: BALE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK
1. Spend the day in the park to look for the Ethiopian Wolf, the Giant Mole

Rat,  Starck's  Hare,  all  endemic  mammals.  Endemic  and special  birds
include  the  Wattled  Ibis,  Abyssinian  ground  hornbill,  Spot-breasted
plover**,  Rouget’s  rail*,  just  to  name  a  few.  The  extreme density of
rodents makes the park ideal for many birds of prey;

2. Visit the peak of Mount Tulu Dimtu;
3. Visit  a splendid example of a full  grown Erica Tree forest covered in

thick cushions of mosses and draperies of lichen hair;
4. Return to hotel in Goba.

Day 3a: GOBA - AWASSA ± 225km
1. Hotel in Awassa. In Awassa, the options are to return to Addis Ababa or

to continue on the Ethiopia Central and Southern Parks & Tribes Safari
module.

Day 3b: GOBA - SOF OMAR CAVES ± 120km 
Continue through the park to the Sof Omar Caves at from Goba. The bushes
surrounding the  caves  have  the  reputation  to  be  the  best  location  to  see  the
extremely rare endemic bird, the Salvadori's Serin. Greater and Lesser Kudu may
also be seen. Accommodation in the neighborhood of the caves will be extremely
basic. 

Day 4B:  - AWASSA ±  250km
1. 1. Hotel in Awassa. In Awassa, the options are to return to Addis Ababa

or to continue on the Ethiopia Central and Southern Parks & Tribes Safari
module.



DANAKIL DEPRESSION AND EASTERN ROUTE
Geologically known as the Afar  Triangle or Danakil  Depression,  This extreme desert  is  a very active
tectonic  plate  region.  As  3  plates  each  move  into  different  directions,  many  geological  faults  have
developed and are visible in the landscape as long parallel valleys. Some of the deepest are filled with
saline lakes, like Lake Asale. There also is an enormous amount of volcanic activity and over time, lava has
flown along the faults. The region has a large number of volcanic phenomena such as hot springs and
extremely active volcanoes, with the Erta Ale Volcano being the most active.

DANAKIL EXPEDITION MODULE
Costs  $440.  Hotels,  land  transportation,  guide  and
entry fees included. 

Day 1 Mek'ele - Hamed Ale ±180km
Berahile, visit the salt market and pay the entrance
fee into the region;
Hamed Ale base camp.

SIMIEN MOUNTAINS MODULE
Simien Mountains  National  Park out  of Gondar,
±95km

GONDAR - SIMIEN MOUNTAINS
NATIONAL PARK

One day excursion out of Gondar $129, including
transportation and lunch;

1. Depart  from Gondar  early in  the  morning
and drive to the Visitor Center in the town of
Debarq  for  a  brief  orientation  about  the
park;

2. Spend day in the park;
3. In the evening back to hotel in Gondar.

Day 2 Hamed Ale - Erta Ale ± 80km;
1. Sulfur geysers at Dalol;
2. Sulfur pool;
3. Salt winning site of the Afar People;
4. hike up the Erta Ale after 4 o clock to benefit

from the lower temperature;
5. Make camp at the top of Erta Ale;
6. Admire the glow of the Erta Ale Ale at night.

3 DAYS SIMIEN MOUNTAINS TREK
Three days trekking and transfer Gondar - Park -
Gondar  $295,  which  includes  transfer  Gondar  -
park  -  Gondar,  guiding,  entrance  fee,  food  and
non-alcoholic drinks at meals.

1. Depart  from Gondar  early in  the  morning
and drive to the Visitor Center in the town of
Debarq  for  a  brief  orientation  about  the
park;

2. Spend 3 days trekking in the park;
3. On the third evening back to hotel in Gondar.

Day 3 Erta Ale - Mek'ele ±260km
1. Walk down from Erta Ale;
2. Return to Mekele.



ETHIOPIA CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN PARKS & TRIBES SAFARI MODULE
Price starting at $890. Hotels, land transportation, guide and entry fees included. 

Day 1: ADDIS ABABA - AWASSA, ± 275km
1. Stop at Lake Ziway for watching wetland birds;
2. Abyjata-Shalla Lakes National Park to watch Ostriches and wetland birds at alkaline

Lake Abijatta, including potentially Flamingos;
3. Senkele  Wildlife  Sanctuary  to  watch  the  Swayne's  Hartebeest.  In  this  small  nature

reserve one almost always can see the extremely rare Swayson's Hartebeest of which
less than 500 survive in the wild, all in Ethiopia;

Day 2: AWASSA - YABELLO, ± 410km
1. Proposed Megado Podacarpus National Monument to take a look at one of the nicest

Podocarpus forests of Ethiopia trees up to more than 1m wide and 35m high.
2. Yabello Wildlife Sanctuary to see the endemic Stresemann's Bushcrow and White-tailed

swallows, Burchell's Zebras and other wildlife.

Day 3: YABELLO - KONSO, ± 220km
1. Konso  tribal  villages  at  Mecheke,  including  Konso  tribal  king's  house.  Konso  is  a

UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Site for its traditional landscape with terraces, its
uniquely structured villages and huts and for their famous wooden statues;

2. New York Village, so called after the vertical erosion formations that in the minds of
local  people  look  like  sky-scrapers.  In  fact  they  are  hoodoo  formations  of  quartz
minerals similar to those in Brice National Park in the USA.

Day 4: KONSO - BUSKA LODGE, ± 130km
1. Drive to Turmi to visit the Hamer People. 
2. Birding at the floodplane of Chelbi Wildlife Reserve

Day 5:  BUSKA LODGE - JINKA, ± 140km
1. Early in the morning, drive to the Mursi village in Mago National Park. Mursi women

wear clay lip plates that they make from locally dug clay. The men adorn themselves
with clay;

2. Game viewing in Mago National Park. While wildlife stocks in Mago National Park are
down, it is still one of the better places to see extraordinary wildlife.

 
Day 6: JINKA - ARBA MINCH, ± 275km
1. Long drive until arrival at hotel in Arba Minch, overlooking Nechsar National Park. 
2. If we can get permission from the park we go looking for the mysterious Nechisar Nightjar in the evening.

Day 7: NETCH SAR PARK AND LAKE CHAMO EXCURSIONS
1. In the morning drive to Netchsar National Park on the istmus separating Lake Abaya and Chamo. There still is a herd of

the endemic Swayne's hartebeests, Burchell's zebra are very common, Greater and Lesser Kudus are frequently seen, as
well as Grants Gazelle. Out of the more than 180 species of birds recorded, you have a good chance at seeing Secretary
bird, Ground hornbill, different species of bustards, etc. 

2. In the afternoon we go on a boat ride along the western shore of Lake Chamo to watch African Crocodiles, Hippopotamus
and a large variety of wetland birds. 

3. Return to the hotel at night and if permission granted, again look for the Nechisar Nightjar.
 
Day 8: ARBA MINCH - ADDIS ABABA, ± 505km

1. Return to Addis Ababa. Alternatively you have the option to fly back to Addis Ababa at additional costs for the flight,
which we would recommend as it is a long ride back to Addis Ababa.



EASTERN ROUTE

Day  1:  ADDIS  ABABA -  AWASH NATIONAL

PARK, road distance ± 225km
1. Awash falls;

2. Gallery forest along the Awash River;
3. Filhowa springs.

Day 4: KONDUDO MOUNTAIN, ± 20km

1. Visit Kondudo Mountain with feral horses;
2. Visit  Gursum Pearl  Cave  with  stalactite  and

stalagmite formations;
3. Sleep in hotel in Harar.

Day 2: AWASH NATIONAL PARK - HARAR, ±
300km

1. Lakes Adele & Lange for watching wader birds;
2. City tour, including;

3. Hyena man.

Day 5: HARAR - ADDIS ABABA, ± 525 km
1. Return to Addis Ababa;

2. Bird watching stop at Lakes Adele & Lange.

Day  3:  HARAR  -  BABILE  ELEPHANT

SANCTUARY, distance ± 25km
1. Elephant sanctuary;

2. Sleep in hotel in Harar.

We offer a 4 days option for $429 without Mount

Kondudo  and  a  5  days  option  of  $549  which
includes  hotels,  meals  with  alcohol  free  drinks,

entry fees and transportation. 

ADDIS ABABA HIGHLIGHTS & AIRPORT TRANSFERS

This module facilitates the hub function of the capital with transfers between your hotel and the airport and allows you to see
Addis Ababa as well. Price will be calculated to fit the overall itinerary. Airport transfer alone: $25.

Day 1
1. City program, which includes the Ethiopian Ethnological Museum, the National Palace or Jubilee Palace museum, the Holy

Trinity Cathedral, the Saint George Cathedral, the Railroad Station and Mount Entoto with the palace of Emperor Menelek
II. At night a traditional injera meal;

2. Depending on the hour of your departure, we organize a visit to the Ethiopian National Museum and the Ethiopian Art and
craft shops street;

3. Transfer from your hotel to the airport.

WHY NATIONAL PARKS TOURS ETHIOPIA?
1. Most tour operators work with simple tour guides. National Parks Tours hosts you with academically trained professionals,

how used to work for the Ethiopian National Parks Service. There simply is no comparison between our tours and those of
other operators;

2. Travel within Ethiopia used to be very adventurous, but over the past five years, new roads have been built connecting most
tourism destinations over smooth asphalt roads of international standards. Many tour operators still offer transportation in
four-wheel drive vehicles, which in some of the parks are still necessary, but be mindful of the fact that they are much less
comfortable than minivans and small buses and they are considerably more expensive.  So, we try to use quality vans,
wherever we can, but we do use FWD vehicles where needed.

Phone: (++251) (0) 911 440 915 Email: info@ecotravel.ws
Talk to us directly on Skype. Our Skype name: ecotravelworldwide


